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MEAT BREEDS

JUMBO CORNISH 
ROCK CROSS 1-14 15-24 25-49 50-74 75-99 100+ 200+ 500+

UNSEXED $4.71 $4.16 $3.66 $3.21 $2.96 $2.71 $2.48 $2.31

FEMALE $4.63 $4.08 $3.58 $3.13 $2.88 $2.62 $2.44 $2.27

MALE $4.78 $4.24 $3.73 $3.28 $3.03 $2.80 $2.60 $2.41

JUMBO CORNISH ROCK CROSS
•	 Commercial broiler breed

•	 Pullets ~7–8 lb ; Roosters ~9–10 lb at 8 weeks

•	 Dressed weight ~80% live weight

•	 Matures 6–8 weeks (fast grower)

•	 Poor free-range ability

•	 Heat sensitive; cold hardy

Available February - October

LIVE WEIGHT IN POUNDS PER WEEK

AGE IN 
WEEKS

MALE 
WEIGHT

FEMALE 
WEIGHT

1 0.39 0.39

2 1.01 0.98

3 1.99 1.87

4 3.28 2.97

5 4.77 4.19

6 6.35 5.45

7 7.92 6.68

8 9.40 7.83

*Weights are based on averages and can 
vary depending on environment and feed.

•	 Start at 23-24% protein for the first 4-5 weeks.

•	 Drop to 20-21% for remaining weeks.

**After the first 2 weeks go to 12 hours ON & 12 hours OFF 
feeding schedule for healthy broilers**

BROILER CHICKS
NEED BROILER STARTER 

Not Chick Starter

Watch our video 
series on raising 
meat birds!

At Townline Hatchery, every chick starts with a freshly laid 
egg, and hatch times depend on nature itself! For that reason, 
we provide you with a ship week, not a specific ship day.

Our hatches occur Monday through Wednesday each week. As soon as your order is on its way, 
you’ll receive an email notification with your USPS tracking number. Most shipments arrive within 
1–2 days after they leave our facility, and chicks are perfectly capable of surviving up to three 
days in transit thanks to the warmth and nutrients from their yolk.

Due to biosecurity regulations, all birds must be shipped via the United States Postal Service—we 
cannot allow public pickups from the hatchery.

In the rare event that a breed or quantity needs to be back-ordered, our office team will contact 
you directly by phone to discuss the next available shipping date.

Our goal is to deliver healthy, happy chicks safely to your door, right on time for their new home.

WHEN WILL MY ORDER SHIP?
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FEATURED MERCHANDISE

Show your love for the farm with gear that’s made to last. From soft tees and cozy caps 
to branded hats, our Townline Hatchery merchandise lets you take a little piece of the farm 
wherever you go. Wear it proud—just like we do.

CHICKEN TEE

V-NECK TEE

FLEECE HOODIE

FLEECE CREW NECK

SNAPBACK TRUCKER CAP

FRENCH TERRY HOODIE

•	 Sizes available from Small to 5XL

•	 Options for every season

•	 Convenient shipping options

REPRESENT YOUR
FAVORITE HATCHERY 

With Style!
Check out these 
items and more!
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PREPARING FOR YOUR DAY-OLD CHICKS
Your chicks will need special care during the first few days 
after arrival. Follow these steps to give your chicks the best 
chance to survive and thrive. 

STEP 1:
PREPARING FOR YOUR CHICKS’ ARRIVAL

Preheat your brooder before your chicks arrive. Concrete 
floors need to be warmed to at least 80 degrees Fahrenheit 
before adding litter material, or the floors will remain cold 
once the litter is added. To keep an eye on the temperature, 
you can lay an infrared thermometer on the floor of your 
brooder below the heat source. Always measure as close to 
the floor/litter as possible for the most accurate reading. The 
air temperature should read 92-95F when the chicks arrive.

STEP 2:
ADDING LITTER MATERIAL

Once your floor is the correct temperature, spread 1 cm of 
litter material. Litter acts as insulation and helps keep the 
chicks warm within the housing. We strongly recommend 
using pine shavings as litter material. The shavings are very 
absorbent, preventing bacteria growth, and non-slippery, 
which is better for birds’ feet and legs. Pine shavings are also 
inexpensive, easy to clean out/remove, and too large for birds 
to peck at and eat. 

NEVER USE NEWSPAPER OR MAGAZINE PAPERS AS 
LITTER! These materials get soggy and slick with minimal 
droppings, allowing bacteria to thrive and creating a slippery 
environment. Constant slipping can cause birds’ legs to 
become “splayed” and result in permanent damage. Avoid 
sawdust as well because birds may confuse it with feed, 
causing malnutrition and obstructing digestion. 

STEP 3:
CHECKING YOUR CHICKS’ BODY TEMPERATURE

Day-old chicks cannot regulate their own body temperature. 
Check their temperature one hour after placing them in the 
brooder and keep a close watch on them for changes. Their 
ideal body temp at this point is 104 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Here’s how to check their temperature using an infrared ear 
thermometer:

1.	Place the thermometer probe gently onto the chick’s 
cloaca, making contact without penetration.

2.	Press and release the start button while holding the 
probe against the vent area of the chick.

3.	Hold the probe in place until you hear a long beep. This 
indicates the measurement has been taken.

STEP 4:
ADJUSTING HOUSE AIR TEMPERATURE

Measuring the body temperature of multiple chicks can help 
you determine if your housing’s air temperature needs to be 
adjusted. By day 5, chicks should be able to regulate their 
own body temperature and maintain it at 106F. After day 
5, you can gradually reduce air temperature by 5 degrees 
Fahrenheit each day. 

CHICKEN CARE 101

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4



19  Like us on Facebook    |      Follow us on Instagram    |    @townlinehatchery

Gift Certificates
Perfect for the chicken enthusiast in your life! 
Not redeemable for cash. Dates and availability may vary.

Vitamins & Electrolytes
Give your chicks a healthy start by adding vitamins 
& electrolytes to their water as soon as you get them 
home. One packet is good for 128 gallons of water. 
$10 per packet  •  Mixing ratio: 1/4 tsp per gallon

Marek’s Vaccine
Marek’s disease is a liver disease that can be fatal to 
chickens. Protect your flock by getting your order 
vaccinated. $0.30 per chick • Minimum charge of $10

Beak Trimming
Pecking is a habit that any chicken can pick up due to various reasons. 
Avoid serious injury and keep your chickens safe with beak trimming. 
$0.30 per chick  •  Minimum charge of $10

BROODER GUIDE & CHICK TIPS
•	 A brooder with around 18” wall height should be set up 

and can contain them for several weeks.
•	 The temperature should read 95˚F under the light for 

the first two weeks. You can decrease that temperature 
by 5 degrees each week until you reach 65 degrees. At 
this point, they may not need an additional heat source 
depending on the weather. 
*Turkeys, Guineas, Bantams, and Pheasants start at 100˚F

•	 Select a nutritionally balanced feed for the type of chicks 
you have purchased and supply them with water and feed 
all of the time. See pages 4, 9, & 12 for poultry-specific 
feed recommendations.

•	 Clean and disinfect your feeders and waterers weekly to 
reduce disease risk.

•	 Upon arrival, dip their beaks into their water source. This 
teaches them where to find their water and encourages 
them to hydrate quicker after shipping. Make sure they 
have continuous, fresh water available!

•	 Use proper bedding! Do not use sawdust or news paper 
which can harm your chicks! Pine shavings are preferred. 
Be sure to add additional bedding as needed and replace 
altogether once completely soiled.

•	 Inspect your chicks upon arrival and monitor closely for 
the first 24 hours for signs of shipping stress.

•	 Enjoy your peeps! We hope you find raising poultry as fun 
and rewarding as we do!

BROODER EQUIPMENT
HEAT LAMP & BULB 
FEEDER
WATERER
PINE SHAVINGS
STARTER FEED (per poultry type)

THERMOMETER – RECOMMENDED!
1/2 SQUARE FOOT PER CHICK (7-8’ across for 100 chicks)

For more behaviors to watch for please visit www.townlinehatchery.com.

Chicks are huddled and crowding 
together under the light.

TOO COLD

Chicks are spread out and far 
from the heat source.

TOO WARM

Chicks “donut” around the heat source 
and are spaced out comfortably.

PERFECT!

TEMPERATURE BEHAVIORS

ADD-ONS

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

More info about 
Marek’s Disease
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FARM UPDATES

NURTURING GROWTH, CULTIVATING QUALITY
FOUR GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE

NEW SEASONAL LOWER 
MINIMUM ORDERS 
April  - October! 

Chicken Breeds	�  5
Turkeys � 5
Ducks	�  5

Guineas � 5
Bantams � 15
Pheasants � 30

*ORDERS LESS THAN 15 BIRDS WILL INCUR A 
$50.00 MINIMUM ORDER FEE

*MINIMUMS FOR JANUARY – MARCH: 15 BIRDS

DID YOU KNOW...  
We plant our crops in early May and harvest in October. We 
bring the grain to the local mill to be stored, ground, and mixed 
into our specialty chick starter/growth/layer mash. This way, 
we know exactly what we’re feeding our flocks.

Then, we deliver the feed back to our 20+ coops of birds 
throughout the year. In our peak season, we go through over 
15,000 lbs. of feed PER DAY... that’s over 3 million lbs. of corn 
alone each year!

Minimum Order for any one breed:
The smallest orders that we ship alone are listed below. 

TOWNLINE TOUR! 
Step inside Townline Hatchery, where over 110 years 
of family tradition meets innovation. Discover our 
dedication to quality care, from egg to chick, and 
see why we’re a trusted name in poultry since 1913.

Tour our updated 
hatchery with us!
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Submit your order using one of the following methods:

www.townlinehatchery.com • P.O. Box 108, 4198 96th Ave., Zeeland, MI 49464-0108 • (888) 685-0040 • office@townlinehatchery.com

Make checks payable to: Townline Poultry Farm

REQUESTED SHIP DATE: ALTERNATIVE DATE:

Name:

Address:

City, State: Zip:

Phone: Email:

QTY BREED SEX 
M/F/Unsexed SUBSTITUTE PRICE EACH TOTAL

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

Y   N

EXTRAS SUBSTITUTE PRICE EACH TOTAL

VACCINATION Y   N $0.30 (Min. $10)

BEAK TRIMMING Y   N $0.30 (Min. $10)

VITAMINS & ELECTROLYTES Y   N $10.00

ORDER SUBTOTAL

Extended Area Surcharge 
 (See State Zone Map & Chart)

TOTAL

CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

MONEY ORDER CHECK #

CVVExpiration Date

Signature
We Appreciate
Your Business!

ORDER FORM

MAIL TO:
PO Box 108, Zeeland, MI  49464

FAX TO:
616-772-2969

EMAIL TO:
office@townlinehatchery.com
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FROM THE FARMERS MOUTH

WHAT IS BEAK TRIMMING, WHY DO SOME 
FARMS DO IT, AND WHAT IS YOUR POLICY?
Beak trimming, is a method used mainly in large, confined 
commercial flocks to help prevent birds from pecking or 
injuring one another. The process uses an infrared light to 
gently dull the tip of the beak without harming the chick.

At Townline Hatchery, we don’t recommend beak trimming 
for small backyard flocks or birds that free-range outdoors, 
where they have plenty of space and enrichment to express 
natural behaviors. It’s a management practice best suited for 
very large operations—most small or hobby keepers will never 
need it.

WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO HANDLE AND 
HATCH SHIPPED HATCHING EGGS?
We take extra care in preparing hatching eggs for shipment. 
Each order is packed tightly in cardboard and sent through 
USPS Priority Mail. Eggs are typically only 1–2 days old when 
they leave the hatchery.

Once they arrive, allow the eggs to rest at room temperature 
(around 70°F) for a few hours before incubation. Set them in 
your incubator within the first three days of arrival for the 
best results.

You can expect an average hatch rate of about 70%, and the 
chicks will hatch at roughly 50% females and 50% males. Our 
minimum order is 3 dozen eggs, ensuring enough viable eggs 
for a successful hatch.

Real Questions. Real Answers. Straight from the Townline Team.

WHAT ARE COMMON DISEASE RISKS BEYOND 
MAREK’S, AND HOW CAN I BEST PROTECT MY 
FLOCK?
One of the most common issues new poultry keepers face is 
Coccidiosis, a parasitic disease that usually affects young birds 
between 3 and 12 weeks old.

WATCH FOR THESE SIGNS:

•	 Decreased appetite and water intake

•	 Birds appear hunched with ruffled feathers

•	 Blood or dark material in droppings

TREATMENT OPTIONS:

•	 Medicated approach: Use a sulfa-based product such as 
Amprolium, mixed into the drinking water for five days.

•	 Natural approach: Add turmeric or oregano to feed as natural 
support.

PREVENTION TIPS:

•	 Keep waterers clean and disinfected.

•	 Maintain dry litter—moisture promotes parasite growth.

•	 Screen beneath roosts so birds don’t contact droppings 
directly.

•	 Good sanitation and proactive care are the best defenses 
against Coccidiosis and other common flock illnesses.

WHAT DOES “BIOSECURITY” MEAN, AND 
HOW CAN I PRACTICE IT AT HOME?
Biosecurity is a simple, multi-step process that helps protect 
your flock from disease. Think of it as your farm’s first line of 
defense. Here are some best practices:

•	 Keep the coop clean and dry.

•	 Prevent wild birds and rodents from entering your chicken 
area.

•	 Limit visitors who own poultry unless they’ve changed into 
clean clothes and boots and washed up beforehand.

•	 Regularly disinfect feeders, waterers, and tools.

•	 Anything that reduces the chance of germs coming in—or 
leaving—with you will help keep your flock healthy and safe.

From careful turning to steady warmth — every step of 
incubation brings life closer to that first cheerful chirp.
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OUR TEAM’S COMMITMENT TO COMPASSION

Few things are more disheartening than receiving chicks dead on arrival (DOA). Townline 
wants you to know just how much our chicks mean to us - and all of the diligent steps we 
take to keep them comfortable and safe, landing alive and healthy at your door.

PACKING EXPERTS
Our packing department is made up of high-level, experienced 
employees who know poultry. Chicks are packed by teams who 
work together expertly and are led by the owners themselves.

WEATHER MONITORING
We continuously monitor the weather — from origin to 
destination point and everywhere in between — to guide our 
decision-making for packing techniques. 

COMFORT MATERIALS
Specially designed packaging materials like hydrogel cubes for 
hydration, heat packs, and foam wraps for added heat are all 
included and utilized to ensure safe shipping.

BOX DESIGNS
Our boxes are carefully designed to allow sufficient ventilation. 
They also come equipped with extra holes that can be punched 
out for hot weather or kept closed for cold weather.
 
PACKING TECHNIQUES
Decisions on how many chicks to pack per quadrant and which 
birds to pack within the same box are meticulously considered 
based on weather, distance, and hardiness, and we adjust these 
techniques as needed per shipment.

Front Row: Rigoberto, Daniel, Shelby, Pam
Back Row: Bill, John, Chris, Brando

Death loss during shipping is so much more than just a loss of profit, 
packaging, and postage at Townline. It also negatively impacts our industry, 
reputation, and hearts. That’s why it’s a Townline STANDARD to treat each 
and every order with the utmost care and consideration to ensure the best 
chance of success during shipping.

TOWNLINE’S 
Standard of Care
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Presented to you by In partnership with
For more information, visit www.townlinehatchery.com/salmonella-safety 

or www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/farm-animals/backyardpoultry.html

SALMONELLA
WHAT IS IT?

Salmonella bacteria can often be carried in the 
intestinal tract of most poultry species. The 
bacteria do not always cause illness in birds, 
but can cause serious illness in people.

WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

Salmonella infections can happen as a result 
of contact with animals or contaminated food. 
Chicks, ducklings, and other poultry carry the 
bacteria in their droppings and on their bodies, 
even if they appear to be healthy and clean.

WHAT IS THE HATCHERY 
DOING ABOUT IT?

By actively participating in the NPIP Salmonella 
Monitoring program and working closely with a 
hired Salmonella expert, Townline was able to 
develop sound methods and practices that are 
applied at each level of farm operation, effectively 
reducing the risk of Salmonella infection and 
equipping our customers to stay healthy.

Keep yourself and your family safe by joining in our efforts 
and following these simple, safe-handling practices!

Always wash your hands thoroughly with soap after 
touching live poultry or anything associated with your 
flock. Adults should supervise hand washing for children.

Children younger than 5 years, people with weakened 
immune systems, or the elderly should not handle 
or touch chicks, ducklings, or other live poultry

Live poultry should never enter your house, especially 
bathrooms, kitchens, or living areas where food and drink is 
served, stored, or prepared. This includes outdoor areas as well.

Live poultry should never be snuggled, kissed, or held 
by the mouth. Do not eat or drink around live poultry.

Thoroughly clean any equipment used to care for live 
poultry outside. Set aside a pair of shoes or boots to wear 
while taking care of poultry and keep them outside.

Don’t play chicken with your health!


